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precaution, a lieutenant, a sergeant, a quarter-
master of the London and six men were killed, and
about twenty men wounded. It is difficult to
imagine anything feebler and more aimless than
the whole proceeding.

The next day the bombketch was again sent in
to bombard the fort, with the same result as before.
The proceedings were enlivened by the punish-
ment of Sergeant Passmore, who was reported
by Gordon for cowardly behaviour. He was
sent round the fleet to receive ten lashes along-
side each ship. The next three days were spent
in idleness, awaiting the Phra/ni, from which so
much was expected. On board ship there was
no discipline, but plenty of hard drinking. In
order to make the men fight well, Brown's idea
was to supply them with unlimited rum: the officers
kept pace with the men in their libations, and what
little discipline existed soon disappeared. Orders
were disobeyed, while drunkenness, violence, and
insubordination reigned unchecked. When re-
monstrances were addressed to Brown, he refused
to stop the supply of liquor, saying that the people
must not be put out of humour at this juncture,
and they must drink as they pleased : all which is